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First United Church, White Rock 

 

From your Minister 

 

Joan McMurtry 

 

“Each blade of grass, every wing that soars, 
the waves that seep across a distant shore, 
make full the circle of God. 
Each laughing child, every gentle eye, a 
forest lit beneath a moon bright sky, make 
full the circle of God”        

  From More Voices  #37 

 

Blessings and peace to you as we enter the 

summer season,   the full circle of God 

around us, breathing life and health and 

vitality.  Healing wounds.  Forgiving 

mistakes.  Embracing the tenderness of our 

lives.  The full circle of God around us, 

blowing energy and joy into our 

relationships, our recreation and reunions, 

accomplishments and desires. 

 

Your Church family is part of that circle of 

God – praying, serving, praising, caring.  

Thanks for your part in making the circle by 

your big and small acts of faithful care. 

 

Be well this summer.   

Come to worship as you can.   

Open yourself to the circle of God 

everywhere. 

 

Joan 

 

 

Summer Worship 

 

June 
June 21  Rev. Gord Verplank   

June 29  Rev. Merv Lutes  (Baptism) 

 

July 
5    Janet McIntosh – lay preacher 

12  Rev. Norm Pettersson 

19  Rev. Gordon Verplank 

26  Rev. Joan McMurtry 

 

August 

2, 9, 16   Rev. Joan McMurtry 

23, 30   Rev. Joan and Rev. Gordon 

 

September 
6    Rev. Gordon Verplank 

13  Rev. Joan McMurtry (Children’s 

programming begins) 

 

Healing and Meditation Services  
 

7:00 PM  with Kathy Matusiak 

June 28, July 26,  August 30 

 

 

Ministers’ Holidays, Study Leave 

Joan McMurtry – June 16 – July 23 

Gordon Verplank – July 20 – August 20 

Kathy Matusiak - June 29-July5; Aug 

24-Sept 9 

Charlene Classon – June 23 – July 15 
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Youth and Children on Sunday morning 
Children of all ages are invited downstairs for the 
month of June to participate in a Sunday School 
lesson.  No classes will be held in July or August, 
but there will be a special area in the Sanctuary for 
visiting children to pick up materials to colour, 
draw, play or read during the summer months.  
Families with infants and toddlers may wish to 
stay for the Sunday School lesson, or take the 
children to the toddlers’ play room, or to use the 
“quiet room” at the back of the sanctuary, which 
has toys and other comforts.   

 

Adult Education Study 

Group -  in the fall. 

 

Paul!  love him or hate 

him!   
 with Rev. Joan McMurtry. 

 Wednesday evenings:  7 PM   Sept 

16th 

Reclaiming the radical visionary behind the 

church’s conservative icon.    

 Read The First Paul by Marcus Borg 

and John Crossan.   $20 in the Church 

Office 
 Watch movies about Paul 

 Listen to special guests speak about 

Paul  

 

Through the Mission and Service 

Fund, we seek to live God’s mission 

with our neighbours. We support 

overseas personnel who give of 

themselves to serve in challenging 

situations; we also support small 

congregations in remote areas of the 

country. We fund ministry in Aboriginal communities 

through the M&S Fund; we support community 

ministries within large cities as well as in economically 

challenged rural settings. We help provide resources for 

worship in large communities of faith through M&S, and 

we also share educational material for tiny, isolated 

congregations.  First United Church hopes to raise 

$45,000 for this fund in 2009! 

The Memorial Fund receives money in 

memory of (or in honour of) our loved ones.  The 

money goes to support the work of worship 
through purchasing music, audiovisual and other 
resources. 
Funds have been received in 2009 in memory of 
the following people: 
 Eleanor Hoy 
 Kathleen McIntosh 
 George Dedrick 
 Jean Heal 

 
United Church “Observer” – if you 
wish to renew or begin a new 
subscription to this United Church 
magazine, please complete the 
information on the envelope and 
enclose a cheque for $15 payable 

to First United Church and return the envelope to 
the Church office.  Deadline for renewals is June 
30th. Past issues are available in the Narthex, if you 
wish to check out the magazine.   

Health are 

bound by the provincial privacy laws and will be 
upholding patient confidentiality.  it will now be up 
to the individual or family to let the Church know if 
a congregational member is in hospital and would 
like a pastoral care visit from the Parish Nurse or 

aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦέ Please call the office at 
604.531.4850 if you or a family member 
would like to have someone from the Church 
visit in the hospital.  Otherwise, we do not 
know that you are in hospital!
 

Update of Financial Information 

Total Inc. (January ς May 2008) $ 99,919.01 
Total Inc. (January ς May 2009) $119,822.18* 
Total Exp.  (January ς May 2008)$123,662.73 
Total Exp.  (January ς May 2009)$134,558.98** 

Household givings 
2008  $65,975.95 2009  $54,079.70*** 
(*$22,000 has been spent to offset our operating 

expenses ($12,000 from Planned Gifts, $5,000 from 

YOP donations and $10,000 from the Manse 

Investment Fund).   

(**мκп ǘƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ нллфύ 
*** Household givings fluctuate during the year; 
sometimes larger gifts come at the beginning of 
the year as they did in 2008; other years not.  We 
ask that you continue to give prayerful thought to 
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sharing with your congregation in order for us to 
carry out our mission.  Thank you. 
A reminder:  Our budget is about $313,000 - 
$200,000 of comes from Households; the rest 
comes from rentals ($47,000), Manse/Bequest 
($42,000) and Fundraisers ($15,000). 
 
Donation statements will be provided to the 

congregation on your individual givings to the end 

of June 2009 during the second week of July. 
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎƛcal Theatre - ά¢ƘŜ aǳǎƛŎ aŀŎƘƛƴŜέ 
Performance and Barbecue:  June 18th 4:30 to 6:30 
PM.  Call 604-321-0644 for tickets. 

 

The Godly Play program evaluation has been 
completed and submitted to Council for review.  
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΦ 

 
Congregational Profile ï Anne Bailey 
By Carol Monaghan 
 

With Firstõs 100th anniversary approaching, who better to profile 

than Anne Bailey who has been looking after the church archives 
since 1999. During the interview, Anne was firm on three points 

about the profile:  (1) The focus must be on the importance and 
enjoyment of preserving the archival material of our church; (2) 

The aim is to entice new volunteers to carry on with this work; (3) 
The word òarchivistó must not be attached to Anneõs name 

because she describes her role as òaccessioningó the churchõs 
archival material.   

Anneõs journey in archival work began in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, 
where she and her husband Ray lived for thirteen years. Anneõs 

experience began when she volunteered with the Dartmouth 

Museum, which in turn led to her being hired as a staff assistant. 
There she learned the method of archiving recommended in the 

handbook of the Canadian Museums Association, and this provided 
her with the knowledge to assist several other groups through the 

years. 
Anne and Ray met at Templeton Jr. High in Vancouver, and were 

married in 1942. Anne and Ray raised four children who shared 
their love of sports and outdoor activities. Rayõs career as a 

chemical engineer took them to Nova Scotia, Venezuela, and back 
to the Lower Mainland where they lived in the Coquitlam area for 

25 years. In 1996, they moved to White Rock and Anne transferred 

her membership from the joint Ioco/Port Moody Charge of St. 
Andrews United Church. Since Rayõs death in 2007, Anne has been 

very interested in plans by the White Rock Hospice Society for the 
establishment of a hospice residence.  

When Anne took on her duties with First Unitedõs archives, she 

was assisted in this undertaking by Doreen Hoath who had 
previously been handling the archival material. Anne soon found 

herself working with Carol Petrie and the other members of the 
90th anniversary committee to prepare a wonderful historical 

exhibit for the celebrations in the year 2000.  
Anneõs interest in treasuring the churchõs past through the 

archives also extends to her own memories. Since 2002, she has 
been a member of the Remember &õRite group led by Barbara 

Lutes, and she is writing her memoirs as a legacy for her family.  
Although three of Anneõs children live in cities across Canada, she 

keeps in close touch with them. In August, Anne plans to travel to 
Toronto by train with daughter Clare to attend the wedding of her 

granddaughter, the eldest of twelve grandchildren.   

It is obvious that Anne has passed along her interest in preserving 
the past to her family. She proudly displays the album created by 

Clare showing the family tree with carefully labeled pictures of 
family members beginning with her great-grandparents, a special 

tribute to the Fraser / Bailey families. 
Since Anne requested that the subject of òarchivesó be the focus 
here, we must ensure that the following notice ends this profile:  
òThe story of First United Church, its beginning and on-
going role in White Rock, is graphically revealed in a 
growing collection of photos, documents and other 
archival material, all in need of attention.  If you can 
spare an occasional hour or two to help in preserving 
these interesting records, contact Anne Bailey at 604 
535-4480, or email rcbailey@telus.net.  No special 
skills needed.ó 

Youth Outreach Program 
 
The congregation recently had the pleasure of hearing an update 

on the Youth Outreach Program from our Youth Minister Charlene 
Classon. Charlene spoke about a new program which receives 

funding from the Peace Arch Hospital Foundation and is called 
Parents United Program. The program is unique in that it will 

provide a parent to parent support group which offers on-call 
support and can also mentor parents and attend school meetings 

as a support or advocate for families. 
Charlene spoke about the positive connection that she and 

Maureen Blackstock have made with many of the youth in our 

community. The following are excerpts from Charleneõs message:  
 òThe Youth Program, known as YOP, is now well into the second 

year.  Kids who have been around since the beginning are familiar 
with the routine, and look forward to the types of activities we 

offer. In the warm weather, we meet in the parks where kids 
generally hang out. Last summer we met several new youth who 

became comfortable with us in their environment before 
transitioning back to the church in the fall.  

mailto:rcbailey@telus.net
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òWe recently took our little barbecue and a well-stocked picnic 

basket to Bakerview Park.  Our regular group of kids met us there, 
and seven new faces approached and stood awkwardly around the 

table before joining us for a meal. Many had heard about our 
program, but really couldnõt grasp how a church youth group 

could be as awesome as the other youth were telling them. 
òFirst to arrive was one of our regular youth who began to meet 

with us last year in the parks. He was reluctant to come to the 
church as he had had a very negative church experience through 

a foster home he lived in.  However, he showed up in September 
saying that he thought Maureen and I were pretty cool for church 

people and he had decided to give it a try. I donõt think he has 
missed a Wednesday since, and he has also attended several 

church services throughout the year.  He has now been accepted 

into a Trades program at Kwantlen University College. This young 
man has been brought up in foster care, his mother is a 

prostitute, and he has never met his father. This time last year he 
was banned from the local high schools. When he looked at me and 

said ôI am going to University, meé..I never thought I would finish 
high school, but I am actually goingõ é.he had tears in his eyes, as 

did I. What an incredible change he has made. He said he was 
thinking back to when he first came to the YOP program. He said 

his memories of that time are dark and rainy. He knows that isnõt 
possible because it was spring and summer but that is how he 

remembers it. He says the memories he is making now are full of 

light and sunshine. As we talked further, he and I decided that the 
light comes from the power of Christ in his life, and the fellowship 

and support of other Christians. 
òWhen we work with these kids, we lead by example. We donõt 

preach; we donõt nag; we donõt raise our voices in anger. We offer 
acceptance and gentle guidance.  We donõt ask a youth to change 

but we show them another way of living. Thank you for your 
continued support of the youth outreach program.ó 

And the congregation sends their thanks to you, Charlene and 
Maureen for your work with the youth of our community. 
 

Communication Committee 

By Carol Monaghan 

 

Lots of communications news! The Committee has 

new members, a new agenda, and is ready to roll. 

After Sharon Coates, Chair of Council, spearheaded 

a recruiting drive, the Committee now has new 

members Joelle Thiessen and Kathi Nicholson to 

work with Ken Harvey and Carol Monaghan. Susan 

Eastham, our Church Administrator, is also an 

important part of the communication team. 

The Committee allocated the various 

communications duties. The Church website was 

deemed a priority and the local firm of White Rock 

Designs was approved by Council to design the 

website. Susan and Joan have been working with 

Patrick Schrodt to incorporate the ideas discussed 

by the Committee into the design.  Watch for news 

of the website in the bulletin; we will let you know 

how we’re progressing. 

If you have comments or suggestions that will assist 

the Committee, please pass them along to Susan or 

the Committee members. 

 
Council Contacts 
Sharon Coates, Chair ï 604.538.4627 
sharcoates@shaw.ca 
Fae Manchuk, Worship ï 604.948.9681 
harveynfae@yahoo.com 
Elizabeth Winkler, M&P ï 604.535.5871 
winklere@telus.net 

 
Garage Sale ð Firstõs Garage Sale 
will be held on Saturday, June 20 

from 8:00 am ð 1:00 pm.  
Coffee/muffins/hot  
dogs and soft drinks 
will be available.  
Items for sale will be 
accepted by the 
Church during office 
hours.  Please DONõT 

bring:  computers/components, old 
TVõs/microwaves, shoes/clothing, 
paint, magazines, Readerõs Digest 
books, or damaged items.   
 
PLANNED GIFTS 

In late spring, First United Church W.R. received a bequest from the estate 

of Irvine Stanley Prentice.  We are grateful for this gift as it gives our 

Church the opportunity to provide services that Irvine supported in his 

lifetime. 

A permanent record of all the gifts received since the Planned Gifts 

program was established in 1997, is maintained in the Church office.  

Acknowledgement of donors of the gifts will be made in a new display 

case to be mounted soon in the Narthex. 

Congregational members can make application to the Planned Gifts 

Committee for ministry projects and activities. Pamphlets and forms are 

available in the display areas and in the church office. 

 

Doreen Hoath for the Planned Gifts Committee   

mailto:sharcoates@shaw.ca
mailto:harveynfae@yahoo.com
mailto:winklere@telus.net

